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January 15th Meeting:

Mike Walter: “Mineral
Collecting at the Bay of
Fundy, Nova Scotia”

In July of 1996, Michael Walter and
Boyd Comptom (hath club members)
visited the South Shore of the Bay of
Fundy in Mova Scota. The region is
famous for zeolites and sagenite,
Michael's talk, slide show, and mineral
samples will festure agates and related
minerals of the and Scofts Bay, in
particular. The pnmary focus of the
trip was (o research the source of
agate(s) in the Bay. The talk will stress
the importance of networking on field
rips and will be replete with stories of
the wonderful Mova Scotia hospitality.

Please don't miss out on what will
be a fun and entertaining talk.

The meeting will be held from
6:30 to 9:00 pm in the Peoples’
Center af the American Museam of
Natural History.

MNOTE DATE CHAMGT!

PLEASE

1997 NYMC Gem & Mineral
Almanac Now Available

By the time you are reading this, the
1997 New York Mineralogical Club
Gem & Mineral Almanac will be
available. Containing 120+ papes and
divided into eight sections, it lists 20K1)
collecting sites, contains Karen Rice's
[ascinating article on collecting rubies
in Azad Kashmir, provides mineral
collceting information and tips,
-specifies reference materials, sources
for books, magazines, and out-of-print
materials. In additon, i containg the
best articles from the 1996 Bulletin, a
section by Vivien Gornitz"s called
“Minerals in the News™, and
interesting Internet information,

The price has not been set at this
time but it will be reazonable. Some
will be available at the January meeling
and an order blank will be in the
February Bulletin.

1897 Study Group:

Mineral Formation in Nature
In response to the interest expressed by
club members, Vivien Gomnitz has
voluntecred to conduct the mineral
sty group from February o June,
1997, The theme of this series of
sossions will be: The Origin and
Formation of Minerals, Examples of
the more common or widespread types
of mineral occurrences will be
illustrated. A icotative outline is given
below, The grouap will meet heginning
February at the American Museum of
Natural History, Peoples' Center, at
5:30 PM, one hour before the regular
Wednesday-evening Club meeting. 'We
hope that this information will add to
ofie’s knowledge and enjoyment of
mingrafs. Feel free o recommend
other topics for fulure discussions.
Anyone interested is welcome to
attend.

Outline: The Origin and
Formation of Minerals

1. Minerals and the rock cycle—an
overview of the geologic processes that
create minerals.

2, Igneous activily—minerals from the
melt lava flows, infrusives, including
pogmatiies.

3. Sedimentation—minerals deposited
from erosion, weathering or chemical
precipitation: placers, residual
deposits, evaporites, banded iron
formations,

#. Metamorphism—minerals re-
crystallized from pre-exisiing rocks
under conditions of heat and pressure.
3. Clirculating solutions—minerals
deposited from migrating hydrothermal
(hot to lnkewarm) or cool, near-surface
waler,

6. Microbes and minerals.

Welcome New Members
Gresting o cur latest sew members:

Rochelle Behar .. ... ... NYC, WY
VYerena & Dieter Hoeppli . . NYC, NY
Stan Parker ., ........ MNYC, NY
John Richardson .. . .. Helena, MT
Dorothy Toy . . ...... Jamaica, NY

A New Bulletin Format!

By Mitchell Portnoy

Perhaps you have already noticed some

lavout changes in the clob’s monthly

bulledin. Here to & Hel of the chanpes and
why they were made;

It will now be ihree colomans instead
of two. This allows for more text on
the page and for more interesting
layouts,

+ The default basic font size was
reduced from 11 points to 10,5,
Headline texi size was rednced
proporiionaly, Thizs will allow more
text on the page without sacrificing
resdability. It will belp keep bulletin
production costs down,

The balletin has & more formal tite.
1597 Dues are Due (Really!)
All memberships are based on the
calendar year end expire December 31.
Omnly new members that joined the club
gince Oclober have membership through
1997, Check the mailing lahel on this
newsletter 1o see the year your member-
ship expires. IF it says 1996 (or Guest if
vou are on the guest 180 you mogst send
your dues in now.

There are other membership options
if you want to save money, A len year
membership 1= available 3160 for
individual and $240 for family (thaz is a
20'% savings). A lifetime membership
can be purchased for 250 for an
individual. These will save you signifi-

‘cant money over the long term and

remove the burden of yearly renevwal.

(Renewal form appears on page j'._!.{]
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President's Message ‘
By Martin Pitts

We have quite a year ahead of
us—fabulous events, speakers, ficld
trips, shows and programs to get
involved with, participate in and to
volunteer to help with. I am honored to
be the new president of a renowned
club, T hkave been a president of
different chubs in the past and with
cach of these organizations, there were
varying (vpes of resources. Some had
great facilities, others had fabulous
events and achivities (o participate in
while others were simply wonderful
for their geographic location.

[ am guickly realizing that one of
the many advantages of being a
member of the NYMC = the
opporanity o meet and talk with
fellow members. The knowledge and
insight that our members have is
beyond comprehension. For example,
if you want 1o visit with and get to see
mineral collections, and listen to the
wonderful storics about the various
pizces in these collections, you may
not have enough days in yvour life o
vigit and enjoy all the collections of
every member in our chub. The
oumiEr of chob members now exceeds
2500 If you have gone field collecting
and you find something you do not
really know what if is, do niot worry,
Just bring it into cne of the meelings,
and fairly quickly, you will get an
answer, If you happen (o be planning a
irip to some remote part of the world,
and you would like to know if there
arc any rare locations, or promising
mineral sites o prospect in, or people
to visil and help you with the sur-
roundings, just inguire with people
within the club, and undoubtedly, you
will have more information than vou
will know what to do with.

The point is that the one of the
many supreme jovs of being a member
of thizs chob lies within the lmitless
resources of the membership liself. 1
entreat upon all of you to take
advaniage of these resources.

Az zome people may have
guessed, I like to ask questions, kots of
gucstions. | am not satisfied with pat

angwers, Ooe of my many pastimes is
robust debare. 1 feel at home with
other members of the club, for the
ficld of mineralogy is for some of us,
the very esscnce of the world we live
in.

I am greatly honored to be part of
& club whose members seemed to share
my thirst 1o leam more about and
cherish the mineral world, My sincere
thanks to all of our fellow members
whom continue o help make this club
worthy of ils esteemed heritage. One
of my new year wishes iz to meet all of
you. Happy Mew Year!

Kunz Prize Winners Announced
Al the Mew York Mineralogical Club
banguet on Movember 13 the winners
were announced of the 199 Georpe F.
Kunz Prize competition, First prize
wenl to Johi Bens for his paper “The
Mines and Mincrals of South Glaston-
bury, Connecticut™, Second place was
awarded o Lawrence Conklin for his
paper entitled “Kingsbridge, An Early
Chaarrying District on Manhattan
Island™. Third place went to John
Jagrczak for his paper on “Unusual
Graphite Crystals from Lime Crest
Quarry, Sparta, New Jersey™, John
Betts, upon accepting the prize,
anfiounced he would donate the prize
money back o the club o pay for the
printing and distribution of all of the
papers free to members of the club.
This year we had six papers submitted
o the competition. All were extremely
well written, making the judges
decizion very difficolt. The papers
were distributed to the three judpes
anonymously, and the judges were
unknown to the authors. The judges for
this year's competition were ¥ivien
Gornite, Cap Beesley, and Peter Nalle.
Each paper was judged aguinst the
criteria stated in the call for entries. As
a reminder they were:

+  Originality;

+ Accessibility by an amateur
audience;

+ Mew mineralogical information;

¥ Accuracy and thoroughness;

+  Value o gem and mineral
collectors;

# Style and readzbility;
# Ilustration and photopraphy;
# Lack of commercializm.

Each criterion was broken down into
finer points, bot in the long run much
was left up to the judges o interpret.
Dvie to the exiremely close scorcs, the
judges decided to average the scores
from each judee and (o assign e
winners accordingly. The club wishes
fn ExXpress our appreciation o the
authors for the time and hard work that
went Into preparing submissions, We
wish we could award every paper a
prize. They were all excellent and
worthy of recognition.

Meeting Minutes for 12/13/96
By Richard Rossi

Antendance: 55+

President Gary Burke presided.

Highlights:

+ Gary Burle informed the Clah
that two of our past members (Kot
Scpeler and Meal Yedlin) were
feamred in an article in Rocks &
Mineraly about micromounting;
Gary thanked all banguet
participants who contributed o
andfor helped with the affair. He
affirmed the new state of club
officers (Sce back page for list),

# John Beits wuched on the
upcoming Tocson show and
informed the Club that the
Sayreville, NI, amber location is
now completely mined out,

+  Will Heierman darzled the group
with 4 museim-quality, cabinet-
size ruby specimen from Uganda
weiphing 1,1015 carars!!

+ Mitch Portnoy discussed the NY
Gem & Mineral Show slated for
March [-2, 1997 at the Holiday
Inn Manhattat on W57th street
i{same location-different name!),
He also remarked on particulars of
both the *95 and “96 almanacs.

# New member Ivan Espinosa
informed the club about his and his
father's comnections to various
Mexican mines, rich in vesovianito
and agate; perhaps a club field trip
will be ammanged! (Contimued p.o)
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Minerals in the News

Synthetic THamond for Hip
EReplacements

Scottish doctors have produced synthetic
diamonds with a new technigoe and used
them in replacing hip joints that should
last years longer than prescnt
replacements. Dr. Phillip Johno of
Herrint-Watt University said his team
produced sheets of synthetic diamonds
using plasma techniques and simple
chemicals.

The diamond sheets were uzed 1o
cover the ball in the ball-and-socket hip
joint replacements, providing protection
and reducing wear, John wold the
Edinburgh Infernational Science Festival
Hip replacements are one of the most
common surglcal operations in the Wesd
because e joint easily gets worn out o
affected by arthritiz,

[¥ia the Internet - Rockhousds; Reprinted from e

1196 Rockhemd Record, vin the 10-06 RREMSE
Newslivder, via Breccin, via the 7-96 Maw & Wews]

Connecticut Fossil is 212 Million
Years Old

A Columbia University scientist has
anpounced the unexpected discovery of
an ancient crocodile-like reptile—the first
gver foumd in North America— that lived
millions of years befors dinosaurs ruled
the Barth. Paul Odsen of Columbda's
Lamont-Dobherty Earth Observatory said
be had found the skull carnivors exposed
in the cul of & roadside in the toen of
Cheshire,

The reptile lived during the Triassic
Era, between 202 million and 252
million years ago, more than B0 milkon
years before Velociraptor roamed the
Earth and more than (25 million years
before Tyranoosanms Rex reigned. At
the time, Earth's climate was warmer
and all of the Barth®s land was a single
mass called Pangea, which later broke
apart into today's familiar continents.
The animals found in Scotland and
Connecticut, now on different and
widely separated continents, may be the
satne gemus bul certainly had a common
uncestor, Professor Olsen belioves.

Original document, with graphics
and photos is available at:

http:/fwww. ldeo. columiia. edu.
[Via Culumbia University Office of Public Affaiss]

= Mew York Mineralogical ¢

Wildacres Dates Announced
By lennie Smith

Dates for the two Eastern Federation
sponsored workshop sessions al
Wildacres Retreat have just been
received and T am pleased to pass them
along o you,

The first session will be held from
Saturday, Jun 21 untl Friday, June 27,
1997, Our featured speaker will be
Beau Gordot, noted mineral authonty,
dealer and collector from Rome, GA.

Our zecond session will be held
from Monday, September 8 until
Sunday, September 14, 1997, The
featured speaker for this scssion will be
Van King, noled mineral anthority
from Rochester, New York,

Tuition for either session will be
$225 per person which includes room
and board for the weck, Space at the
workshop sessions is limited and so we
urge you to apply for admission early,
[An application form can be ohtained
from Mitch Pormoy, NMYMC bulietin
editor at (212) 580-1343.]

In order 1o assisl with the hiring of
instructors, a listing of planned courses
iz given to the right. Please use it o
help you complete the survey on the
form as this will give us a betier 1dea
of what we need for sessions at
Wildacres. Your selections arc not
binding; final selections can be made
once you arrive at the workshop.

Froposed Class
¥ days)

Faceting (4)

Jume

Inarsts (4}

Silver Filigree (4)
Certifled Jodging (4)

Micromounting (4)

R

Loal Wax (4

Channel Work (4

Cabochon Making (2}

ﬁlﬂmﬂihiﬂgfl}

E‘i'l'hu:rl& Jewelry {2)

L O T -

EMinnr-lF.El{Ij
Ring Making (1)
Beaded Bezel Cah (1)

Scrmahaw (2]
Soapstane Carving (2)
Gem Tress (2)

Chisin Making (2)

B - R

Beadang (2)

Stpie Carving {23

Bl | el | Sed | e

Wikdacres Mararally (2}

[Wildacres information hased on masenials im the
December 1990 EFMES News.]

Member Classified Ads
Clasrified ady are free to NYMO menthers,
Send to: Mitch Pormay, PO Box 77,
Planetarium Station, NG, NY 1024-0077

Besuiiful Bolivian vivianite aed casiieriie
fur sple. Btraight from the mines! Wide rangs
of size gnd gaalisy, 310 - 3400, Call Casala
Sandy an (112} S05-(06T.

Wanled - Rocks anil Minerals back {ssoes. |
am bullding a complete fel of back issues of
Rocks and Minsrals magazies. [ om kioking
for any beck issues, mainly pre-1959, hus
oihers o, Fabr prices paid {donations
websome), Call John Betts at 202-675-1542
(7-58 p.m.}or BOO-BET-BG62, exr, 20T (10
am-f or emath 1 jhin L, conth,

Congrats to the Laphams!
The anticle entitled "The 1996 Eastemn
Federation Field Trip" written by Don
& Andray Lapham, which appeared in
the November 1996 NYMC bulletin,
wag reproduced in the December 1996
EFMLS News. The fact that they called
our CLEUE the the New York Mineral-
ogical SOCIETY and dated it in 1997
{not 1996) in no way detracts from the
quality of this article. It will certainly
be one of many articles from our
bulletin that will be submitted in the
1996 EFMLS Bulletin Competition.
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Mineral of the Month:

Cuprite

by Richard J. Rossi

Introduction

The upcoming Tucson ged and
mineral extravaganza will be featuring
the copper minerals. Given the range
and vanety of minerals of which this
will encompass, there i8 no doubt that
Tucson “97 will be an event destined
(o ihrill. The element of copper will
surely set the stage for making tis
eolor scheme in Tucson . . . green!
Our mineral this mont is therefors &
curtous deparmre from its green/hlus
cousins in that it shows up often as a
beawtiful, striking red color, Cuprite 13
the mineral in question and it is
sometimes referred (o as ruby copper.

Composition and Chemistry
Cuprite i a simple mineral from the
poinl of view of ils molecular makeup.
Expressed as Cuyl), it is simply
copper oxide. Owxides are by definition
compounds of metallic elements
combined with oxygen. Here, each
copper atom is surrounded by two
oxygen atoms. It is a relatively
common mineral and is found as an
oxidation product of copper sulfides.
Other copper related minerals include:

Chaleaeite {capper galfidisy

Barmite & Chalcopyrite (copper imn sulfide)
Covellite {copper fron ssfide)

Chaicamthibe (hydrous copper sulfase)
Brochantite (copper sulfak)

Linarite {lead capper nsliabe)

Cryanobrichite (hyplrous copper aluminasm sl e}
Comlchabetie (Calchans copper arsemate)
[Rivenile (Eopper ArEmsE)

Twrdquolss (hydrous phosphass of eopper and
einmirmm)

Tarberilie (hydrated phosphate of copper and
TR T

Chryeocalla (task: copper silicane)
Shattuckite [besle copper silicsse)

Dieplase (basic copper silicals)

As you can see, there will be no

shortage of copper-theme minerals at
Tuezon this year!

Geology and Environment
While the chemical makeup of cuprite
18 straightforward (just copper and
oxygen as previonsly mentioned) so,
w15 its formation envirooment. It

only forms in the exidation zome of
copper deposits as a secondary
replacement mineral. To be sure,
some of the very best “showy™ as well
as microminerals are formed in
secondary replacoment caviromments.
Tn the case of coprite, rem or other
surface waters leached downward onto
and through surface or subsurface ore-
bodies of copper. As the water(s)
chemically react with the copper
ore(s), there formed an oxidized zone
of secomdary enrichment, where
altered minerals, like cuprite,
developed. The oxygen mineral in the
cuprite molecule (Cu0) comes from
this copper ore versus waler
interaction when H,0 {water) meets Cu
{copper) with hydrogen (H) being
driven off in the chemical process,
lzaving behind the mineral cuprte as
we know it. In this zone it is
assoeiated with malachite, calcite,
apurite, chaleocite and, of course,
copper.

Other secondary minerals that
form in & similar fashion include the
other copper minerals those already
listed pluz other non-copper-based
ones like adumite, anglesite, crocoile,
flucrite, vanadinite and wulfenite. You
just can't beat the sccondary mincrals
for sheer beauty!

Physical Properties/Appearance
Cuprite iz ruby red o reddish black in
color, with a sub-metallic o adaman-
e luster. It 15 semisoft as far as
mincrals go (3%-4) and is transparent
o transhucent in appearance, I iz a
cubic mineral forming octabedral or
dodecabedral crystals, Occasionally it
will further alter to green malachite on
ifs surface. Specimens can alter o a
SEMi-0pROuE APPEATANce Upon
exposure to air. Perhaps the most
attractive varicty of cuprite is a bright-
red, capillary varicty called
chalcofrickite. In Bizshee, Arizona, a
“velvet” varicty of chalcotrichite,
densely packed with acicular fibers
lining the cavities in the limonite, is
called “plush caprife.”

Some Mawless, ransparent
erystals have been cut as pems.

Overview

1. Mineral Groop: Simple Oxide
Chemical Name: Copper Oxide
Chemical Composition: Cu,0
Crystal System: Cubic

Crysial Habit(z): Octahedral, or
dodecahedral, capillary

6. Formation Environment: Secomnd-
ary enrichiment

7. Hardness: 3% (o 4

Specific Gravity: 6.1 {guite heavy)
9, Cleavage: Poor
1. Fracture: Conchoidal to uneven
11. Streak: Bright to dark red
12, Luster: Adamamtine, submetallic
13. Clarity: Transparent (o transhscent
14, Colors: ruby red to reddish black

B R I

Some Prominent Locations

# RBisbee, Arizona

¢ Ray Mine, Pinal County, Arizona

+ Chino Pit, Grant Coungy, MNew
Mexico

¢ Bingham, Tooele County, Utah

+ Kinshasa, Zairc

¢ Tsumeh, Namibia

AFMS Show Coming - Plan

Nowl

There arme bip plans in the works for tee
APMS 50th Anniversary Show. Yoo won'
want to mess this exciting eveni. Mark your
calendar now. The AFMS-EFMLS show s
at Jackszon, Mississippi on October 17-19,
1957 a1 the A&l Buildings, Seabe
Fairgrounds, Jackson, Dlississippi.
Calandar of Activities:

Wednesday, Oet. 15: Uniform Bules
Comimictes - AFMS

Thursday, Ot 16: AFMS mesting; Pasr
Presidamts” Luncheon; ExhEbit Set-up
Friday, Oet. 17: Show opens; ATMS
Jodging, Post Tudging Seminar; Reception
and Cracker Darrel

Saturday, Oet. 18: EFMLE Meeting;
EFMLE Anmual Auction, APMS Tadging,
Pogt Fudging Semidnar; Awirds Banguet
Sunday, Oct 19 Edstors” Breakfasg.

[Field tripe and lechares are being plansed as
well 58 other speclal activitias and events. |
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Richard Hauck Named

Honorary Member

Al our November meeting it was
annonnced that the membership had
appointed Richard Hauck an honorary
member of the New York
Mincralogical Club, Mr. Hanck was
nominated for this honor by club
presudent Gary Burke at our
September meeting, The membership
voted unanimous approval at the
Oetober meeting,

Mr. Hauck was given this honor
due 1o his role in rescuing the Sterling
Hill Mine in Ogdensburg, MNJ. After
the mine was closed be and his brother
sold thelr family business to raise
cnough money to buy the mine at
auction. After purchasing the lower
part of the property they urned it o a
mining musewm, Since the early days
the museum haz conptimued 10 grow,
Before the underground workings
fooded they worked feverishly o
recover as many specimens a3 possible
before access W (hem were Iost,

The muzeum they established,
along with the help of many
volunteers, is now a wonderfual
educational experience. There i an
underground tour that is wheelchair
accezsible, a muscum cxhibil, and
collecting dumps [rom varkons mines,
Their programs are now working with
regiomal schools o expose youmger
children to the importance of minerals
and mining to our lives. Without the
tireless effort of Richard Hauck none
of this would have happened. The club
homors this seifless contribution o
mincrals and our region.

Pasi Honorary Members

During the 110 years the ciub has
been in existence we have appointed
several hoporary members (o
contributors in the feld of minerals
and mineralogy. To the best of
knowledge they arc:

Jogeph Arons

Sir William Henry Bragg™
Fuss Buckingham
Lawrence H. Conklin
Mladam Marie Curie*
Pavwand 5. Dana™
Clilford Froaded

Victor Goldschmed®

Carl Krodia

Alired Lacroix®
Charles Palache®
Frederick Poupgh
Waldemar T, Schafler®
Levnard I, Spescer®
Herbert I, Whitlock™
{* Dizceased)

Historical Referance

By John Betts

If you like to read shout the historic
aspects of the New York Mincralogical
Club there are some excellent books
availuble on the subject. The best, and
my perzonsl favorite, is Lemrers to
George F, Kung (1986) edited by
Lawrence H. Conklin, This is a
collection of correspondence o Kunz,
foumder of the New York Mineralogical
Club, and notsble personality in the gem
indusiry, With each letter is an histonic
profile of the author providing
background regarding the relationship 1o
Kunz. The Tiffany Edition ia agll
available from Mr. Conklin ai his
mineral showroom at 2 West 46 Sirect,
MYC, You may call him at (212)
JEZL-0304,

If you are looking for broader
historic information Marix magazine is
2 pood choice. This magazine was
founded by Lawrence Conklin and Jay
Lininger in 1988, It is dedicated to old
thime minerals, personalities, and
locations, [ especially enjoyv the
sertalization of the correspondence
petwezn Ed Over and Arthor
Montgomery from the 19305 and the
stories of Over's amazing collecting
trips, The first issucs were 16 page
newslelter format but cecently the
publisher, Jay Lininger, has this
publication expanded o full magazin:
format. Poblication iz irregular, but the
quality and diversity of the articles
makes it worth the wait, Subscriptions
are $24.00 per year from Matrix
Publishing Company, P.O. Box 129,
Dillsbarg, PA 17019-0M29; (717)
4327201

This zame team of Conkiin and
Lininger reprinied The Mineral
Collector magazine complete as a Dfleen
violume sel, This Is the source of much
of the hiztoric material used each month
in the NYMC newsletier. The magazine
was published between March, 1894 and
Febrpary, 1909, In it you will find news

of the day in e mdveral world, New
discoveries of pem tourmaline in
Connecticut, deseripticng of mineral
localities in MNow Jersey and
Pennsylvania, articles on new mineral
dizscoverics, as well a3 period
advertisements from dealers, It is
fascinating to read these arficles with
ioday's perspective, knowing that many
locations are now inaceessible, Buot in
them can be found good information on
forgotten, still accessible locations. The
fifteen volame 520 can be punchazed
soft-Bound for $375 or hard bound for
2450 from Matriz Publishing Company,
PO, Box 129, Dillsbarg, PA
TTOLG-0F29 (717) 432-T21

Where Do Your Dues Go?
Many members have questionsd the
costs of our dues, events and
publications, Some simple math will
quickly illuminate the siluation. Each
newsletter costs 5.55 for postage now
that it is sixkeen pages cach mondh. We
are very forunats that Mitch Portnoy,
our newsletter editor, donates his time
and energy (as well as paper and
Heroxing) 1o reproduce the newslelicr
free of charge. Oul of our Gn mesings
each year we have eight speakers (now
that the suction will be held at the
mineral show we will have nine), We
pay cach speaker 5100, The wse of the
room al the American buseum of
Malural History plus overtime for the
puards averages $150 per mecting. For
our aaneal banguet the reom god meal
costs $40 per member, The club
subsidizes 39 of the banquet cost for
members so they only pay $31. So let
see whal our minirem anagal total is

12 X $0.55 postage $6.60
9 X (3100 speaker+ %150 room)=

£22.50 7 250 members REY]
540 banquet - $31 member fee 9.00

Total cost per member poer year
$24.60

But an mdividual membership iz onky
20 per veatr! Mot & bad deall When we
have auctions or raffles or ofher fund-
raising veobures, please underatand thit
we are simply trying o make up for the
shortfall created by keeping our dues as
low a5 possible,
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Ruby's Rocky Road
[Via SCRIBE: VI8 #3; 19%4; H. Binkley, Bdisr)

O a scale of hardeezs, Buby was
way up there. "Mineral alike,” she said
in her gravelfy voice. Ruby was
brifliant, a real gem, but flawed, This
lead the galena wrong direction, She
became jaded.

"Mo Moh," she vowed, She slid on
Ier mew silica stockings, pul some fresh
tzlc on her pose, marbled at her
refraction in the mitror, and adjusted
her pood cleavage in two directions.

Fuby hailed a passing cabochon,
Ehortly she cinnabar, "1 feel like puiting
on my sctinite,” the silly girl sald with
no sedinent, She started fo lapidary it
up. Buby had a mesolite, first by quartz,
then by beryl. The room began lo
spinel. By now geode plenty and she
didn't have a nickeline,

Then Buaby ook it for gromite that
she coeld pypsum customers. The
situation filled with specific gravity
Suddeniv all halite broke looss, She
hegan 1o spar, and then foughe like an
amaroniic. Ruby gave several
conchoidal fractures, receiving a pyrite
in the face herself. She was like a
dementoid. There was bloodstone all
over the place. They called a copper,
end even he pol o couple of nodoles on
the hepd. It was a clear case of basah
and hattery. "You've been mined, and
vou'll gel the shaft,” he said in flingy
tones as he hanled the litde ore off w
the jewel howse,

Ruby let out & howlite when she
reglized she was between a rock and a
hardpan. The stone-faced judge said in a
sorinus vein, "We'll have no traverting
of jusiice so leaverite there for an
indefinite tourmaline,

The placer was solid concrelion,
and Buby thought she might be a
permanent inclusion,

It was then thal we saw he good
siderite of the multi-faceted Buby, As
she thought of the past, Boby was red.
"I schord be glad io have a clean slate,
s0 from oow on ['m going to be goeizs,”
As she pazed at the staurolite throwgh
her prism bars, she swore o rencw her
faith and to start by reading the Book of
Mica, "Oh schist", she sighed, "I juat
prin and barifte, and walt for thme
Inpaz.”

The enderite

[Abouat the foregoing - Don Ricky, &
member of the Santa Barbara Mineral
and Cem Sociely, wrote this very ploimy
little story published in the January 1990
"Crystal Ball®, This article js 2 product
of this club's anmual dinner, where cach
table of guests were to make up a story
nsing gem and mineral terms, ]

An Editor's Dilemma

By Helen Ladd, Bditor, Chars & Chips

I sat at my typewriter thinking . . .
What articles for the bulletin can 1

print?

I thought 1°d get something of interest,
But no anticles o me wers senl.

I looked carefully through exchange
bullesins
And gratefully borrowed a few;
Just hoping o make the bulletin newsy
And much more enjoyahle for you.

The bullctin does take time and effort
And pride goes in it as well,

But your news is what iz needed
Of anything you would like 1o tell.

I konow sach of you has a talent,
Mo maner how big or small, . |
That you can share with each other
OF interesting events you recall,

So won't you please do me a favor
And send 3 news item or two. . .

You will help to bester your bulletin
And members will enjoy hearing oot

you,

[Vin the Iniemed, ciab sourse macieart]

Pink Ruby to be Shown

Will Heferman will bring in several
specimens of purplish-pink ruby from
Macedonia to our January meeting on
the 15th. Although some have already
found a home in his peraonal
collection of corundum, many pieces
are for sale, There is a wide range of
size and quality with pieces starting at
10 grams although one that e will
show us weighs in at a whopping 2000
grams]. Some are real musenm pieces.
For more information, call Will
between 8-10 pm at (718) 934-4674.

Where's The Food?
By Beity M. James
“Where's the food?™ This question is
frequently asked by visitors 1o the
Mississippi Gem, Minerul and Jewelry
Show in Jackson, Mississippi. Bul they
are oot looking for the commissary,
gnack bar, or cafeteria. These are nod
hungry people in need of sustenance nor
are they food junkies kooking for a fix.
In facd, those who ask this qeestion age
not searching for food at all. Their poal
is to locate the nine foot long dinnes
table and its accompanying breakfast
table, both covered with & sumpeuous
feast of rocks, a favorite of young and
old alike at the Mississippd show for
geveral years now. Many people retarn
year after year specifically o see what
new food: have been added 1o the table,
It all begran in the sarly 60's when
Bill Patillo found a rock which looked
exactly hike a polsto. For years he used
the rock as a paper weight, He and hiz
wife, Laois, Joined the Gulf Coast Gem
& Mineral Society in Corpus Christi,
Texas, in 1976, Years later while
abtending a show 1 Poriland Oregon,
they saw a table of rock pasiries,
remembered the potate rock, and
presented their ides of a food table o
their clob as a club project, Club
members brought their own food rocks
and the frst eight foot food tble was
displayed at the annial Gulf Coast Gem
& Mineral Society Show in Corpus
Christi in March 1983 Although the
tzhde was far from full, it was an
impressive beplnning, Tt has contimed
i prow year after year, A recent
addition o the display 15 a “rockhound”
» With his own doggie bowl and pooper
scooper under the breakfast table.
Some of the items have heen
purchased, but most were collecied from
many places and donated by chub
members and friends. There 1 an Indian
artifact donul from [owa, a pork chop
from Mew Mexico, sandstone bresd
from theSouth Texaz Rio Grande area,
leeland spar calcite ice from Mexico,
thunder-egg muffing from Oregon,
sandstone pie from Arizona, and sweet
potatoes, canliflower and pears from
Central Texas. among other items from
other places. (Continoed on page 7.)























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































